Senseless Census
2 Samuel 24
Remember Again

When David was dodging Saul’s spears and running from cave to cave around the mountain from the troops of Saul, he was relying upon the Lord and conducing himself with honor.  It was only when everything fell into place, when he was established as king that he sinned in the manner of Bathsheba.

We see a similar patter in Solomon’s life.  When he was busy building the Temple and constructing his palaces, he relied upon the lord and conducted himself with honor.  But once the temple and palaces were built, Solomon is established as King in Jerusalem, his territory expanding, his many wives turned his heart away from the Lord..  

FCF: We need mercy because of our sinfulness , GCF: God is one with great mercy, t/s: highlights of the way of mercy
No Whistling in the House - Illustration
Why was the senseless census sinful?

It doesn’t matter

David did not pay the per capita atonement money required when a census was taken of Exodus 30:11-16
David motivation of self-sufficiency

Ill conceived military preparation that went beyond the Limits of God approval

1 Chronicles – 27:23-24 – implies that David counted those blow 20 years of age and not trust god to multiply… Human planning replaced divine promise.

Mount Moriah event – 
The author arranged these chapters so that right after these mighty men – Israel’s strength – the glory of Israel

Immediately in 24:1 - Again the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he incited David against them, saying, “Go, number Israel and Judah.” 

Right after his greatness – I believe that there are indicators in this text that the reason David goes and numbers Israel and Judah is so that he might trust in the strength of his numbers.  
So there is an account of the glory of Israel with these mighty men, and then David begins to sin by trusting in the power and the might of the numbers of the people

Like the mystery of a meal – Meal exists for deserts.  Some would almost say that the main course is the desert.

The theological difficulty over v1 one is sometimes made into a main course…

I don’t want to fudge the text to avoid a theological problem.

We also don’t really know why God was angry?  We know the sins of Israel in past chapters but we don’t have a specific one we can refer to.

I. The Mystery of the Wrath of God – vv. 1-9 (God gets angry with us when we trust in ourselves)

We should also observe in Chapter 24:1 – did you see what this says?  

The anger of the Lord Iit, NASB) was kindled against Israel, and he [that is the Lord] incited David against them…

So this text says that the Lord incited David with the result that David sinned.  

I don’t be that it’s in contradiction with James 1:13 where it tells us that God is not tempted nor does he tempt anyone.  

Both things are true – 
Stool with 3 legs illustration
"It is also true, according to the Hebrew thinking, that whatever God permits he commits.  By allowing this census-taking, God is viewed as having brought about the act.  The Hebrews were not very concerned with determining secondary causes and properly attributing them to the exact cause.  Under the divine providence everything ultimately was attributed to him; why not say he did it in the first place?" (Walter Kaiser in Davis 261).
There are other places in the Bible that indicate the Lord incites people in other ways that leads them to sin.  

1 Samuel 26:19 – David speaks to Saul and says something along the Lines of 
19 …If it is the Lord who has stirred you up against me, [and Saul is clearly sinning against David] may he accept an offering, but if it is men, may they be cursed before the Lord, for they have driven me out this day that I should have no share in the heritage of the Lord, saying, ‘Go, serve other gods.’ 1 Samuel 26:19

2 Samuel 16:10 – where Shimei is cursing David
 - 10But the king said, “What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? If he is cursing because the Lord has said to him, ‘Curse David,’ who then shall say, ‘Why have you done so?’ ” 2 Samuel 16:10 

And Shimei is definitely sinning by cursing David – the anointed of Israel.  

And then there is that Curious Text – Psalm 51:4
4Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment. Psalm 51:4

These verses seem to say that God is sovereign over the sins people commit.  

Now there is mystery here, there are depths of truth here that we will never get to the bottom of… we can not unscrew the inscrutable… we cannot search out the depths of God’s infinite wisdom.  

Because one hand it says that the Lord incited David against Israel.  And on the other hand, it goes on to say what David did – this is what David did – the lord was sovereign over it – David committed the sin, And then David is held responsible.  

So we cannot let go of either reality that God is sovereign over every thing that ever happens and the reality that we are absolutely responsible for what we do.  

And no one, no one, has the out of “well, the Lord made me do it.”   No, you cannot appeal that way because everywhere the Bible holds people who commit sins responsible for those sins.  

1 Chronicles 21:1 – Satan stood up against Israel and incited David, and I would suggest that that the Chronicler is interpreting what happens here along the lines of Job chapter 1   where the Lord says to Satan “…have you considered my servant Job?”  
And as a result of the Lord inviting Satan to consider Job, Satan wreaks havoc in Jobs life.  

And similarly the Chronicler tells us that the Lord perhaps instigated Satan to oppose Israel with the result that David numbers them.

Some see this as God’s permissive will that he has ordained.  It may sound better to us, but God must decide to permit.  What God permits he ordains to happen.

This is a great comfort for us.  God is sovereign over Satan.  Satan is not going to do anything that God doesn’t want him to do.  
It also tells us, from this account, from what results of this.  It sells us that the Lord has s sovereign and good plan even over our sin.

So our sin, this is not an excuse to sin, but our sin is not going to ruin God plan.  

And just watch what unfolds in this chapter as a result of the account of David’s sin.  
Verse 2 – 3
I don’t know what is motivating Joab, because he opposes Solomon and then gets killed – clings to the horns of the alter – I am not inclined to think he is necessarily a good guy.  This happens over in 1 Kings.  

But he gets it right on this occasion. 

David wants to know the number of the people and he is delighting in that.  Joab diagnosis that.  

David is apparently relying on the numbers, the great host of Israel.

It is the Lord on whom are we are to rely?
Do you assume that God must justify his ways and explain himself?  If we cannot accept the mystery of the text we are demanding of God and not trusting in God!!!

So I ask you: “What are you trusting in?”  and “What are you delighting in?”

What are seeking to know with the result that you will fell confidence?  Security?  Stability? Safety?  
Strength and success and make us trust in ourselves.  And our only hope is the Lord’s mercy.  

V.4 – 9
If you notice that there are different numbers given in Chronicles (21) – 1,100,000 men of Israel who drew the sword, and 470,000 men of Judah who drew the sword – and these different numbers and the result of textual corruption.  
If you want to talk about textual criticism and what happens in the Hebrew text we can do that at lunch.

II. The Warmth of mercy (vv. 10-19) – God’s Wrath is wrapped in mercy for his people
10-17 – Here is the Lord’s judgment – Kindness and severity of the Lord.

10a - 

I am sure that if you are a believer here today you have experienced exactly what David experience here.  
You have experienced sinning and knowing after you sinned that it was wrong

Let me encourage you to cultivate that.  

Don’t harden yourself against that 

Feed that striking of your heart.  Cultivate that and use it against your sin in the future.  Don’t get harden to it so that it become easier and easier to continue in that sin.

10b- 

Eugene Peterson wrote:

David does not always obey God, but he always deals with God.  And that is true as we have gone through 1 and 2 Samuel.  David confesses his sin

When you sin what do you do?  How do you deal withy it?
James says that we should confess our sins with one another and pray for one another that we might be healed.

May I encourage you to cultivate close relationships with people which whom you can go and say “I am struggling… I need help… Please pray for me that I might be healed of this….” 

The Language used in 2 Samuel 12, when Nathan the prophet - “the Lord has taken away your sins…”

Sin is foolish – When we sin we are giving in to a deceptive power that is offering something to us that it is not going to come through on.

It is deceptive, it is not true.

Ps. 51 David prays: You desire truth in the inward parts….
God wants us to live in light of the truth what resonates with reality… not what is false. Let us not be fools

David prays and the Lord is going to forgive David, but it is interesting that the consequences the repercussions of his actions are not automatically taken away.  

v.11-14

David’s reply – “Let us fall into the hand of the Lord, for his mercy is great, but let me not fall into the hand of man.”

Eliminates option 2, and leaves it to the Lord

Very much like his statements before in 2 Sam. 10:12 – “may the Lord do what seems good to him.” (Joab and Abishai fighting against Ammonites and Syrians)
3x we have seen David make this statement – “I am in Great Distress” – 12:22 and 16:12

David is about the meet God’s Wrath, yet he is convinced of God’s mercies.
Do you see the mercy of the Lord?

Are you one that recognizes that his mercy is great?

Do you trust in Prov. 28:13 – He who confesses his sins and turns from them will find forgiveness….?

Our Lord is great in mercy rich in mercy and we should relish in mercy and turn to him and seek his mercy.

v. 15 – 

What was David trusting in?  

David was trusting in the numbers of his people.

And the Lord strikes down 70,000

If we give ourselves to some sinful pleasure, or something other than the Lord to trust in or delight in, we can be sure that the Lord will not going to allow us to enjoy that thing.

The Lord is going to be just.

And the right thing is for us to is to worship him, trust in him, and delight in him

God crushes rivals to what belongs to him alone.

v. 16 

Because of what we see in this chapter, David buys this place, raises the alter here, and on this threshing floor Solomon builds the temple.

This is the place where in Mt. Moriah - 2 Chron. 3:1 tells us – this is the region where Abraham took Isaiah to sacrifice him.  

It is the place where Jesus was crucified.  

It is only through the sacrifice of Jesus that the mercy of God is available.

So let me say to you today, if you are not a person who trusts Jesus, if you are not one who knows that his blood that he shed on that cross 2000 years ago satisfied the wrath of God, paid the penalty, and makes it so that Jesus righteousness can be imputed.  If that is not true of you let me encourage you to consider these realities.
This is the only want to expedience the mercy of the lord.  You only hope is to true in Jesus

Don’t be one who is a stranger to the covenants and promises of God.

Don’t be one who is without hope without God in the World

Don’t be one who will stand before God on the Day of Judgment and have to answer for why you turned away from Jesus

Flee to him and trust in him today.  Call on the name of the Lord and you will be saved.  

That is the only way that the hand of the Lord will be staid against you.

v. 17

There is one who David has wanted to do.  Jesus has offered himself in the place of his people.

Gorilla placed a baby that had fallen 18 feet by the door so the trainers could get him and take him to the hospital.  

Don’t have a gorilla view of God’s mercies where God mercies are exceptions.  Even in wrath David knew he was not facing a gorilla like God.  

III. The necessity of Atonement (vv. 18-25) – (God’s wrath is satisfied for us at the altar of the Cross)
v. 18 - 25

The lord’s wrath was staid in v. 16 but not satisfied

The wrath behind the scourge must not merely be curtailed or put on hold but it must be dealt with or propitiated.  

Do you see the connection between the anticipated sacrifices and a definitive restraining of the plague, the expression of Yahweh’s wrath?

Do you see how things change?  God then answered prayer in behalf of the land (v. 25)

Illustration: the Japanese General that ordered Kamikaze pilots to their deaths killed himself with prolong pain.  

General Onishi

2519 men died in Kamikaze attacks

Refused medical aid

Is our death the only solution to divine wrath or human guilt?  Or is there a God who provides an altar where his wrath can be quenched and our guilt atoned for?
10We have an altar from which those who serve the tent have no right to eat. 11For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. 12So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood. 13Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he endured. Hebrews 13:10-13

We have an altar!!! It was not far from Araunah’s threshing floor.  We know a place where Yahweh’s wrath was let loose.

Do you know that that there is freedom from the wrath of God for you sin because of Christ?

The Lord’s mercy is great

Never give up on the Lord’s mercy

Never cease praying for the Lord to move

conclusion

Whole book of Samuel - emphasizes
1-8 – Samuels’s life –

Effectual nature of the prayer of the righteous – Hanna and Samuel answered

Emphasis on the power of God’s word

9-15 - Saul
Negative example of a self centered and ungodly person

1 Samuel 15 – 2 Samuel
Boldness for the glory of God
Humble repentance when he sins.

We are all wealthy people in this room, we are all people to some degree at least experience success and prosperity

Observe well what happened to David and Solomon.

Obverse well that when they were most prosperous and successful, that they were most susceptible to sin and temptation

Look at the way the sovereignty of God works god out of even David’s sin.

David sins in numbering, and plague is said on Mt. Moriah, and David buys the place of the location of temple mount where is the place where Jesus will eventually be crucified.  

When you sin… be repentant, be sorrowful, and mourn over it

Look to the Lord and expect him to do great things,

Expect him to comfort you in your afflictions

Expect him to use even this to minister to others.

The Lord is a great and mighty God

His mercy is great

He has made a way for him to be both just and merciful in the death of Jesus on a cross that was raised on Mt. Moriah.
