Sources of Joyful Affection
Philippians 1:7-8

Controversy: Last week I wanted you to understand that Joy ultimately comes to a Christian as he obeys God and is changed by God and as he glorifies God with others and not alone.  

This means that the doctrine known as eternal security to some or Perseverance of the Saints to others and/or Preservation of the Saints to others is at the core of the Gospel understanding.  

It is all the same – once you come to faith in Christ you cannot lose your salvation or cannot choose to deny ultimately deny him.  

Put a confession here – 200 BF&M / 1689 BCF
In saying that I do believe that if one adamantly denies this truth (not just struggling confused, or not currently believing or understanding this truth), then they have jettison the Gospel of Grace and very possibly may not be saved.  
I say “Possibly” because I cannot tell if that their denial of eternal security is one of rebellion from the Lordship of Christ or just a confusion in understanding the Biblical theology.  
So what I don’t mean is that those like Methodist, or Pentecostal, Charismatic’s, James Dobson, etc, who deny this doctrine are uniformity apostate and lost. 

It really depends on how they view their responsibility for obedience to the Gospel of Grace and how they grow in the Gospel of Grace as so called believers.
Who has taken the ultimate responsibility for their growth in Christ?
What we need to understand that those who would deny Paul’s joy that God is the Perfecter of their faith as we saw in Philippians 1:6 until the end of this age will ultimately distort the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ to a degree that they are just like other false religions that maintain their salvation by works regardless of their claim to a Gospel of grace.  

They deny with their left hand what they say they have grasp with their right hand.
So today you need to be confident that your salvation from sin doesn’t rest on your grip on God but on God's grip on you.
Many who disagree with me on issues of doctrine will be with me in heaven.  Baptist don’t have a corner of heaven, neither do any group or denomination. 

(And by the way every church is part of a denomination even if they only corporate with themselves because they are denominated by something …)

BUT IT DOESN’T MEAN THAT WE TOLERATE EVERY BELIEF because we have a duty to reject that when is wrong and hold fast to what is good.

It is important to see everything in life as part of God gracious gift to us - even our good works of faith.  

We must not balk at the idea that God’s Word by His Spirit is “adequate [to] equip [us] for every good work” (emphasis mine).  

Or as Peter says, “His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence” (2 Pet 1:3, emphasis mine).
Otherwise we will start to judge others and compare others with ourselves and try to prop ourselves up by putting others down.  
We are most happy to possess the inspired Word of God as long as it does not interfere with our own preconceived notions and learned ideas about how life “really works.”

But our text tells us that God through the Apostle Paul means that God is the one that will make sure our progression toward Christ likeness will not fail.  

No Christian can resign from his faith.  
So the question today is not “how strong is your faith?”, because all of us are weak at some point, but “is your faith a genuine saving faith in Christ – Authored by Christ, sustained by Christ and one that will be completed by Christ?”

We cannot unbelieve once we have believed.  

Hebrews 6:1-6 may seem to contradict what I have said, but it doesn’t.  Look at it: 

1Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2and of instruction about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3And this we will do if God permits. 4For it is impossible to restore again to repentance those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6if they then fall away, since they are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt. 7For land that has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and produces a crop useful to those for whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God. Hebrews 6:1-7

This is a subjunctive mood in the Greek which means that there is a doubt that the event in questions will happen
The “if” in verse 3 affirms the certainty that the verses 1-2 will take place
Further the class of these subjunctive verbs (4-6) actually confer the impossibility of this situation occurring.  

Like a basketball team winning 103- 4 with 2 seconds remaining in the game, you could say “If they loose, which they won’t, but if they did, they would destroy the basketball program for all time.  

When God is completing the work he has started as in Philippians 1:6, we can be sure that we will not live in sin with out conviction.

6No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 1 John 3:6
This text doesn’t say that we do not sin, but John means that Christians cannot continue to sin in a specific way and not be convicted about the sinfulness of their sin.  

We do sin in many ways but we cannot live in it, we cannot be satisfied with a lifestyle of known sin.  

If that is the case in your life then you do not know Christ and are in grave danger of judgment.

You will persevere in Christ because of God and that is why Paul says over and over that your works of faith while they don’t save you, you will not be saved without them. 

Because where there is not fruit there is no root
21And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, 23if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. Colossians 1:21-23


I had one of the sweetest honors of my life when I spoke when back to the church I pastured for almost 8 years in San Antonio and the whole church almost cam out for a impromptu party at a deacon’s home.  .  

The memories of that weekend – the faces of old friends (the old faces of friends!) – The faces of loved ones and colleagues and mentors and teachers and youth sponsors and the students under my ministry – will be with me until I no longer know their names and the beloved geography of their faces.
Especially when good see has been sown – Mark 4


So I can relate to Paul’s joyous thanksgiving from faraway Rome for the Philippians church.  
3I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:3-6
How assuring and triumphant it is to know beyond a shadow of a doubt that God has in Chris blessed the ministry of Shavano Baptist Church and guaranteed its future until the day of Jesus Christ.

I can also relate to Paul’s emotional expression of affection for the Philippians, which so naturally flows from his thankfulness as he continues in verses 7, 8 saying: 

7It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. Philippians 1:7-8
Here Paul’s outpouring of affection for the Philippians church is stronger than in any of his other letters

What are some of the kinds of affection we see in this passage that we should emulate?  Here are 3 sources of affection
In order – story 2 source, story 1 source, foundation

1. Affection from the Heart (v. 7a)

Paul begins with an intensely personal declaration: “It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart. (v. 7a).

My experience has taught me that it is virtually a law of the Spiritual relationships that you will hold very dear to your heart those who have come to Christ under your influence or have grown and benefited from your ministry.

Paul’s first convert in Europe, Lydia, the extraordinary woman merchant, a seller of purpose – a mother of the church – was surely a recurrent face on Paul’s spiritual landscape and was dear to his heart.  

From his jail cell, thought of Lydia and her family and the Philippians Jailer’s clan and the excellent women Euodia and Syntyche warmed his soul, despite their feuding.  

Paul cherished the thought of them.

Military midshipmen have close ties.

The extra ordinary depth of his affection rests in the fact that he held them in his heart.  

This was not a casual aside, as we so often glibly refer to our hearts as a vague pleasantry.

They were the center of his life – not cute in a sentimental way.  Sentimental love is to be avoided especially in worship

Lost people are sentimental about Jesus all the time – Rich Young ruler.

Paul had no hearts on his underwear!

He never mailed a pink valentine.

Paul truly meant he had all of them in the very center of his being, the source of his physical and inner life – his thought processes and emotions and will – the center of his consciousness.  

A pastoral mentor of mine had an experience that sill floors me to this day.  He was at a 50th anniversary celebration of a church he had ministered in. Early in the 70s a college student named Jody, a serious Christian as a high school student in his church lost her virginity and became pregnant as the result of a single instance with another counselor at one of the famed West Coast Christian camps.

When she came to him, she was being pressured by the young man and his parents to get an abortion.
The situation was complicated because the boy’s father was a leading elder in one of the prominent evangelical churches of Southern California. 

He called the pastor, and you can imagine the flap.

Jody became a single mom to a beautiful little girl.

Fourteen years later in the mid eighties her lovely daughter became one of the top-ranked tennis players in California.

I thought then about how the girl so full of life and promise could have well become refuse to be tossed out at the end of a business day in an abortion clinic.

Jody and her daughter have been in my heart for over 30 years.

You can imagine my emotion when, after speaking at the evening service of the church’s fiftieth anniversary, He turned around to see Jody and her husband standing there along with her daughter and her husband carrying Jody’s grandson – three generations!

What a celebration of life!

Paul the great apostle had all the believers in his heart.  

The Philippians’ physical and spiritual geography was at the center of his life – such was the scope of his affection-Source #1
2. Affection from Fellowship (v. 7b)

Paul’s affection likewise rose out of a fellowship of grace that was supercharged with action, as we can see in reading all of verse 7:
7It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. Philippians 1:7

Here was have the same Koinon or fellowship word as in verse 5 where it is rendered “Partnership”’ here it is rendered “partakers.”  

You can hear the same sound or assonance in the Greek
In verse 5 we have koinonia and in verse 7 synkoinonoi, which could be rendered “fellowshipers” – “for you are all fellowshipers with me of grace.”  

Again the sense here is Tolkienesque because of the partakers of grace are action bound like those in The Fellowship of the Ring.  

This is a revelatory moment in Paul’s writings because “grace” here is not just saving grace.  

This grace - “Well known Grace” – Suffering Grace

Rather Paul considers suffering and sacrifice and struggling for the gospel all to be grace.  

Proof of this can be seen in 1:29 where the verbal form of charis (“grace”) is sued:

For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, Philippians 1:29
(Suffering because of the gospel is a grace in Paul’s thinking and theology
Few concepts could have been more revolutionary in the Greco-Roman world.  

Lost unbelievers don’t think this way.

Sufferings are planned by God’s Grace1

Open Theists will say that God has no good plans in suffering.

But Paul exults in this grace of gospel struggle and affliction that produces and sustains their affection. 

“My imprisonment” (v. 7) is literally “my chains” because he was actually chained between 2 guards and was understandably smarting under to oppressive arrangement of never being along.

But the Philippians fellowshipped with him in his chains by virtue of their prayers and financial gifts (cf. 4:14-15).

They remembered Paul in prison as though in prison with him (cf. Heb. 13:3)

Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. Hebrews 13:3
Though so far away, he could sense that their hearts beat pulse for pulse with his.  
The Philippians were also there to support Paul in his defending the gospel and then confirming it with positive proofs and testimony.

Defense – Negative apologetics

Confirmation – positive apologetics

Again, it was the Philippians’ love and commitment to the gospel that bound them in their fellowship with Paul.  

Significantly, the word “gospel” appears more times per line in Philippians than in any book in the NT, some 9 times (cf. 1:5, 7, 12, 16, 27 (2x); 2:22; 4:3, 15)

The Philippians love was a commitment not to leave when the going got rough.

So it was that richness of the fellowship from the grace of Paul’s sufferings for the gospel became the ground of deep affection.  Source #2
How true to my experience.  
I remember fondly my ministry with Campus Crusade for Christ in Graduate School.  

15 students went from Waco Texas one spring break to Daytona Beach to witness every day the Gospel of our lord Jesus Christ.  

We drove in 2 15 passenger vans, which were not in the best of shape and broke down on our way with regularity.  

When we got there we were tired, and really did not feel ready to spend a week confronting college kids with the gospel and calling them to repentance.  

I still remember that time of prayer to start the week, where we gave up all our rights and confessed our weakness.  

God was not only going to have to save the lost but change our sinful hearts that wanted to rebel and not do what we had driven all that way to do.

We ended up sharing the Gospel in that wee with 512 students and saw 56 students make professions of faith in Christ as they repented from their sins.  

That trip bound us together at college as a ministry like nothing else.  

Suffering together for a common vision will do that for you

What must tie Christians together is at his passion for the gospel, this fellowship in the gospel. = Doctrine + Mission + Community
Nothing else is strong enough to hold us all together.  

The gospel – this good news that Jesus, God himself has reconciled us to himself – brings about a precious God-centeredness that we share with other believers.

Source #1 - affection from the heart – Source #2 – Affection from the fellowship in the Gospel

3. Christ’s Affection v. 8)

From his prison in Rome, Paul so welled up with emotion that he called God as witness to the depth of his affection:

For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. Philippians 1:8

Such an oath was rare in Paul’s letters, but he wanted to drive the truth of his longing and affection for the Philippians deep into their hearts by calling god as witness because God alone knew the contours of his inner life.

The God-attested truth is that Paul yearned (longed) for all of them.

Toward the end of the book (in 4:1) Paul will use the same word amidst mounting expressions of affection: 1Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved. Philippians 4:1
But what he wanted them to see Most of all was that his God-attested affection for them was “the affection of Christ Jesus.”
The word “affection” literally is “the inward parts,” referring to what we call the viscera.

Alec Motyer, the esteemed preacher and commentator explains,

It expresses a yearning that is as much physical as mental, a longing love which moves the whole inner being.  But what a remarkable expression Paul uses!  He loves them “in the inner being of Christ (cr. Eph. 5:1), but the wording demands something more than the notion of “imitation.”  Paul is saying that he has so advance in union with Christ that it is as if Christ were expressing His love through Paul.  Two hearts are beating as one – indeed one heart, the greater, has taken over and the emotional constitution of Christ Himself has taken possession of His servant.  
It was not just Paul’s earthly Human affection. It came from Christ because of his union with Him

We need to be growing to have the affections and satisfaction in the things God has affections for or it is idolatry

This was so incredible that Paul felt it necessary, as he wrote from his cell, to call God as witness that it was true.
So we see in this culminating expression of affection the standard that we all must pursue – the very affection of Christ Jesus.  

This is possible because of the 3 way bond that is charged with the other person centeredness of the Holy Trinity as we have fellowship with the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit

We can live in showing affection too as a church

We meet together during the week in men’s and women’s groups, for an apologetics bible study, and for home fellowships.  

It is during these times that God creates in our heart affection for each other and a longing for each other

We can do this as well this week by intentionally emailing all people who are missionaries of this church or missionary friends of ours.  
See the insert

We want to this week on the same day to send fellowship Koinonia email to all our missionaries and missionary friends.  

Think of them getting affirmation from15 to 40 emails?  

Wow

Paul’s affection for the Philippians overflowed here because (Sources)
1) he held the Philippians in his heart

2) they shared in the hardships of the ministry of the Gospel, and

3) Paul truly longed for them with the affection of Christ Jesus.

Time if flying by for all of us, and over the years we will be separated by distance and time.

But whether near or far, may the bonds of our affection be such that we hold each other in our hearts, remembering with fond affection our fellowship together in the grace of the gospel ministry – longing for all with affection of Christ Jesus.  

Do we know how sinful it is not to have been possessed with the Affection of Christ for each other?
PAGE  
11

