A Captive Joy
Philippians 1:1-2

I would like to buy about $3 worth of gospel please.  Not too much – just enough to make me happy, but not so much that I get addicted.  I don’t want so much gospel that I learn to really hate covetousness and lust.  I certainly don’t want so much that I start to love my enemies, cherish self-denial, and contemplate missionary service in some alien culture.  I want ecstasy, not repentance; I want transcendence, not transformation.  I would like to be cherished by some nice, forgiving, broad-minded people, but I myself don’t want to love those from different races – especially if they smell.  I would like enough gospel to make my family secure and my children well behaved, but no so much that I find my ambitions redirected or my giving to greatly enlarged.  I would like about $3 worth of the gospel please.  

This is admittedly subjective, but it seems to me that the four chapters of Philippians have provided more favorite quotes and sound bites than any other section of Scripture of similar length – certainly it has done that for me.  Here are some of my favorites.

· 6And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:6

· 21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. Philippians 1:21

· 23I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. Philippians 1:23

· 27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, Philippians 1:27

· 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Philippians 2:3-4

· 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, Philippians 2:5-10
· 12Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. Philippians 2:12-13

· 8Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— Philippians 3:8-9

· 13Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Philippians 3:13-14

· 20But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, Philippians 3:20

· 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Philippians 4:4

· 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7

· 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Philippians 4:8

· 11Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. Philippians 4:11

· 13I can do all things through him who strengthens me. Philippians 4:13

You can see that I love this book.  But there is a danger in knowing these lines so well:  They can take on a life of their own apart from their context and become sentimentalized and emptied of their depth.  

For example, “Rejoice in the Lord always” has become for some within the church and outside it a motto for merely willing a superficial happiness, rather than the deep theologically grounded command that it is.  

As a matter of Fact, Philippians is not (as is commonly thought) “the Epistle of Joy.” But joy is a motif in Philippians, and when it flashes forth, as it does 16 times, it is sparked by the deeper themes of Paul’s letter.

Philippians calls us to a particular joy, the joy experienced by Paul in Roman captivity facing a capital charge while his leadership was being contested by usurpers within the church.

So as we journey through Philippians it is my hope that these favorite verses and other familiar lines of this amazing letter will take on their first – century depth and power.  

I. Paul’s Journey to Philippi

The background of Philippians is this: 

Paul and Barnabas had returned victoriously from the famous Council in Jerusalem, with the Council’s decisive ruling that Gentile believers did not have to be circumcised or adopt Jewish customs to be saved.  

It was a watershed ruling.  

Gentile evangelism was given a mighty liberating boost.  

But then Paul and Barnabas separated, and Paul took Silas and set out on his second missionary Journey (Acts. 15:36-40).  

Timothy joined them in Lystra (Acts 16:1-5)

Paul’s Plan was to retrace the steps of his first missionary journey and encourage the churches.  

As they traveled west, the trio attempted to go back down to Ephesus, but the Holy Spirit Checked them.

Then they tried to go north to Bithynia by the Black Sea, and again the Spirit of Jesus did not allow it (Acts 16:6-7)

Thus, Paul, Silas, and Timothy were effective funneled west to Troas and the mouth of the Dardanelle Straits, the gateway to Europe.  

There Dr. Luke joined them, forming a dynamic foursome.  

It was there at the Troas, that Paul beheld standing before him in a night vision a man from Macedonia (a European from what today is northern Greece, urging him and saying, as Luke tells it, 9And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. Acts 16:9-10.  

In an instant came one of the great turning points in history as Paul and company made a 2 day cross ing to Neapolis and walked 9 miles along the Egnatian Way to Philippi.
Rome did not know it, but the flag of Christianity was unfurled in the Empire that day.  

Philippi was ot a big city, no more than 10,000 at the most, and rested on a narrow shoulder of land, crowned by an acropolis guarding the Via Egnatia, the famous Highway between Rome and her eastern empire.

Philippi has been founded by Greeks in the 4th century B.C.  

Phillip of Macedonia, the father of Alexander the Great, had named it after himself.

But now it was a Roman colony because in 42 B.C. Philippi achieved not as the place where Mark Anthony and Octavian (Augustus) fought the forces of Brutus and Cassius, the assassins of Julius Caesar, defeating Cassius. 

Later in 31 B.C. when Augustus defeated Mark Anthony in battle of Actium, Augustus renamed the colony after himself – Colonia Iulia of Augusta Philippensis.  

As a Roman town it was govern by Roman law.

Roman expatriates made up the citizenry. 

Latin became the official language, and the citizens wore Roman dress.  

The public inscriptions in the forum and on all the buildings were exclusively Latin
So the leadership and aristocracy of Philippi were completely Roman and Latin. 

This naturally created a Greek speaking underclass that made up the local populace.

These were the construction workers and tradesmen and merchants.  

It is to this social group that Paul initially came.  

Paul’s custom when entering a town was to go first to the Jews, to the Synagogue (Acts. 14:1).

But there were so few Jews in the city that the necessary quorum to form a synagogue of 10 men did not exist.  

However after a few days Paul did discover a Sabbath congregation meeting alongside a river outside the city walls.  

It was a group of God fearing Gentile women meeting in “a place of prayer (Acts 16:13).

Today there is a general agreement that the exact site of that “placed of prayer” was just outside the southern gate at the back of the Gangites River, which still flows only 50 meters from the old city wall.  

That was likely where Paul and Silas made initial contact with Gentile women worshiping the God of Israel – women who would soon become the first Christians of Philippi.

II. Paul’s Reception in Philippi

The first of these women was a merchant named Lydia.

As Luke tells it, 14One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. Acts 16:14

The man in the Macedonian Vision turned out to be a women?
Lydia believed, here entire house-hold believed, and they were all baptized on the spot in the Gangites (v. 15).

Spiritual opposition was almost immediate in the form of a girl who had “a spirit of divination” (v. 16).

The girls loud, incessant heralding of the truth about Paul and company -- “…These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” Acts 16:17 – was a demonic attempt to co-opt the gospel and destroy it.  

Paul exorcised the spirit on the spot – and found himself in deep trouble because he had driven out the girl’s owners’ source of income!  

Paul and Silas were seized and were taken to the “roman” magistrates, were identified as “Jews” (appealing to the Romanness of the officials and their anti-Semitic prejudices), and were savagely beaten by the Lictors – they go their licks!

We all know the story.  As the bruised and bleeding duo sat in the stocks in the bowls of the prison and sang songs in the night, “hymns to God” (v. 25), a great earthquake freed them from their stocks and opened the prison doors.  

And the gospel further invaded Europe when the Jailer cried out “’Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’ and they said, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household (vv. 30, 31). 

Then came another round of baptisms!

When the magistrates learned that Paul and Silas were Romans citizens, their arrogance turned to quaking fear and profuse apologies as they urged them to quietly leave town.

They did leave, but not before visiting Lydia.

There were undoubtedly tears and maybe even some laughter and hoots in Lydia’s home.  

Possibly they sang a few “prison songs.”

Certainly there was praise and thanksgiving to God and prayers for the new church – Lydia and her household, the jailer and his household, perhaps other God rearing women from the riverbank, maybe even the ex-demon possessed women.

The flag of the gospel had been raised on a new continent.

We should take not in this day of the science of church growth and the promotion of the homogeneous unit principle that this was not homogeneous church plant but rather the body of Christ in glorious diversity

It is important to understand here that the church in Philippi would become Paul’s favorite church.

Paul enjoyed a unique closeness to the Philippians, which we see in exceptionally warm and friendly expressions in this letter.

Paul makes this claim right after his greeting as he says, 3I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. Philippians 1:3-5

The word “partnership” is the Green word koinonia, “fellowship” – Paul feels a warm “fellowship in the gospel” with the Philippians.  

As we will see in the future, the same word (fellowship, partnership) or its derivatives appears 6 times in Philippians (1:5, 7; 2:1; 3:10, 4:14, 15 [twice]).  

And we shall see that this is not a church social fellowship as Christians today often think of the word, but a robust fellowship that rides on their mutual commitments to the gospel

This Gospel fellowship grew from their commitment to support Paul’s mission spiritually and materially (4:15-16)

What we must understand as we go through Philippians is that while there are various reasons for Paul’s writing, this letter comes from the depth of fellowship that Paul and the Philippians shared in the gospel.  

This accounts for the feel of this letter and is the basis for what Paul said to the Philippians and how he said it.  
This is why this book has the subtitle “the Fellowship of the Gospel” – it is an epic fellowship as suggested by Tolken’s title The Fellowship of the Ring.
No punch and cookies here.
This is the fellowship of compatriots bound together in a great cause.

You will not understand the letter if you don’t understand this.  
III. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians (vv. 1-2)
The occasion for Paul’s letter to the Philippians came years after the founding of the church and sprang from their financial support of him as a prisoner in Rome (cf. 4:18).
Their monetary gift has been carried to him by a church member named Epaphroditus who had nearly died during its delivery (cf. 2:27).

And when Epaphroditus recovered and prepared to return, Paul asked him to carry the letter home.

So the letter arrived late in Paul’s imprisonment, after A.D 60 and probably after A.D. 62.

Paul’s letter reveals many purposes:

To express gratitude for their generosity
To explain why he sent Epaphroditus back so quickly

To catch them up,

To inform them that he would shortly be sending Timothy,

To warn them of Judaizers,

To urge them to stand firm and be united.

But under and around all these purposes was the reality of their fellowship in the gospel.  

The very words of Paul’s greeting evoke his attitude of partnership with the Philippians as he tailors his greeting for the occasion.

Most noticeably he omits the use of the title “Apostle” and begins “Paul and timothy, servants [slaves] of Christ Jesus.

The disuse of his title evidences the familiar warmth that existed between him and the Philippians believers.

And his inclusion of timothy as co author indicates that Paul would share his authority with those in the “partnership (fellowship) of the gospel.”

A Hero, a genius, an ‘religious personality” stands alone; an Apostle has others beside him like himself and sets them on his own level.  
Even more, Paul identifies himself and timothy as “servants [slaves, doulos] of Christ Jesus” – a term that in its Philippian/roman context carried negative connotations that were just as repugnant to the fashionable middle class of the first century as today.

View: Paul and timothy had no independence and rights of their own, but belonged to another – Jesus Christ

They had been purchased (redeemed) by Christ and enrolled (called) in his service

Paul knew exactly what he was saying because the only other use of “slave” in this letter will come in 2:7, used of Christ who “took the form of a slave.”

Along with these careful self-designations Paul identifies his recipients as “all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons” (v. 1).

Thus while he recognized the church leaders, he emphasized that he was writing to all those in Christ.

Paul was not playing favorites.

His emphasis on “all” foreshadows the call to unity that he would powerfully voice.

Paul addressed these people as saints.  They had remained true to the nature of the gospel.  They were regenerated.  They were separated from the world, purified from sin, consecrated to God.

Saints are those who are quicken from spiritual death by virtue of being united to Jesus Christ through faith, not those who are merely baptized while living, or canonized after dying.  

Salutation
Graeco-roman – Chairein – greeting

Paul substituted the word Charis for this which meant something very different though it sounded similar.  

Charis – Grace pointed to God’s good will toward believers and not human good whishes

Peace – Regular Hebrew greeting.  Related to a persons well being in all aspects – religious, physical, and material.  
Grace – describes the way God deals with sinners on the basis of what Jesus Christ accomplished in his life and death.  

The blessings of salvation are not bestowed because they have been earned or can be demanded.  

Like in Hosea

In putting grace before peace, the new covenant is being giving preference to the old as is proper for an apostle of Christ, and Christians are being taught to think of their spiritual-moral well being more highly than of anything physical and Material

Peace is the fruit of grace

Covenant – Hebrews 8:13 calls the Mosaic the old covenant the first covenant not because it was literally the first which God made, but because it was the first covenant made with a redeemed company of people rather than an individual

Jesus is God – Paul is obviously giving to Jesus and exalted position and status above all human rulers.  Jesus is put on the same plan as God by being spoken of together with him as joint supplier of grace and peace.  This amounts to a recognition of the death of Jesus.  

Paul and the Philippians’ fellowship in the gospel, their gospel partnership, gives the theological and relational context and texture for his major themes.  
At the very heart of the letter is Paul’s call to the Philippians to let their “manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ” (1:17) and as such, live a gospel-worthy life becomes the theme that extends to the end of Chapter 2.  

Thus, to live worthy of the gospel of Christ there must be unity – “standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel” (1:27) – in gospel partnership.

They must be “of the same mind” 2:2).  

They must look to “the interest of others” (2:4)

They must have the mind of Christ (2:5-8).

They must “work out their own salvation” as Christ works in them (2:12-13)

They must live like Timothy and Epaphroditus (2:19-30) – men who walked worthy of the Gospel.

This said, Christ is the center of the letter.  

No other noun occurs more in Philippians that His name.

The Christology of the hymn of Christ in 2:6-11 can be said to under pin the thinking of everything else in Philippians.

Philippians is about Christ.

Philippians is about people in Christ Jesus (2:29, 3:1; 4:4, 10)

Philippians is about people who are in the fellowship of the gospel because they are in Christ.  

Philippians is about people who “citizenship is in heaven (3:20)

Such grand themes and purposes! And understand this – the motif that sparkles and effervesces through them is joy.
· 4always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, Philippians 1:4

· 18What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice, Philippians 1:18

· 25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, Philippians 1:25

· 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Philippians 2:2

· 17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me. Philippians 2:17-18

· 28I am the more eager to send him, therefore, that you may rejoice at seeing him again, and that I may be less anxious. Philippians 2:28

· 29So receive him in the Lord with all joy, and honor such men, Philippians 2:29

· 1Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you. Philippians 3:1

· 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Philippians 4:4

· 10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. Philippians 4:10

Philippians evokes a particular joy.

It is the joy of Christ and joy from Christ.

It is a joy that effervesces in the dark places.

It is available for those “in Christ,” who stand together as they partner in the fellowship of the gospel.  

Our studies in Philippians will enhance our experience of this particular captive joy.  
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