Last Words Look Forward (2 Samuel 23:1-7)
You almost get the sense that the ancient historian is scrambling to make sure he leaves no stone unturned.  But we can be assured that he is supplying only those details that will help the people of God through the ages.  Truly the Scriptures in the Old Testament are given for our instruction and profit even as the New Testament.

Last Words are funny things.  

Not everyone gets a chance to give them.  

I thought a lot this week about last words.  

There was a pastor who died in 1692 in Scotland and he charged his church at Kiltern to dig his grave at the threshold of the church building where he might act as a silent sentinel against any unworthy minister coming into the charge.  The inscription on his tombstone read:

This stone shall bear witness against the parishioners of Kiltearn if they bring an ungodly minister in her.

He was trying to anticipate what might happen in the future.  That is what we have in 2 Samuel 23:1-7.  David’s last words on record, last words with eyes not on the past but the future…
Early in David's life we are impressed by his rugged faith.  
In the middle we are distracted by his clear-cut failures.  

But in the latter years we must be encouraged by his unflagging zeal, his dogged perseverance, and his radiant faith in spite of lean times.  

What carried him through?  We could identify many internal characteristics, but outside of David, there were two ever present helps that kept David going:  God's prophetic word (promises) and God's people who partnered with him.

We might personalize it like this:  God's Word and God's people are God's provision to help us persevere.  Surely we can add to this, i.e. the Holy Spirit, but let us focus on these two encouragements.
We could compare Davi’s last words to theblessings of Isaac (Gen 27:2-4)

1When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could not see, he called Esau his older son and said to him, “My son”; and he answered, “Here I am.” 2He said, “Behold, I am old; I do not know the day of my death. 3Now then, take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field and hunt game for me, 4and prepare for me delicious food, such as I love, and bring it to me so that I may eat, that my soul may bless you before I die.” 5Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to his son Esau. So when Esau went to the field to hunt for game and bring it, 6Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “I heard your father speak to your brother Esau, 7‘Bring me game and prepare for me delicious food, that I may eat it and bless you before the Lord before I die.’ Genesis 27:1-7

Joacob (Gen 49:1, 28): 
1Then Jacob called his sons and said, “Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you what shall happen to you in days to come. Genesis 49:1

28All these are the twelve tribes of Israel. This is what their father said to them as he blessed them, blessing each with the blessing suitable to him. Genesis 49:28

Moses (Deut. 33:1): This is the blessing with which Moses the man of God blessed the people of Israel before his death. 

It doesn’t fit these molds because It is not a blessing about a person but a prophecy about a kingdom.  Chapter 22 looks back upon how Yahweh established the kingdom and chapter 23 looks forward to how Yahweh will consummate the kingdom.
FCF: We don’t have the confidence that Biblical prophecy should give to our lives

GCF: The kingdom of God will be consummated in Christ’s return

Purpose: that you will see Christ as the center of your confidence in Scripture

Question:  What are the characteristics of the coming kingdom?

I. The Certainty of the Kingdom (23:1-3a, 5)
We must wait for the propcey in 3b-4.
The message to come is a divine message…

To Rock of Israel (Jesus) has declared (v. 3a).  

Illustration: young preach who announced his text, “Behold; I come!” and his mind went black.  Repeated, repeated and repeated.  He leaned against the pulpit and repeated it again.  The pulpit gave way and ended in the lap of a lady on the first row.  He appoligized, but the lady said: “No, no, I should have been prepared – you told me three times you were coming.”

We should pick up on David’s insistent repetition too.  

This is not David’s guess but Yahweh’s Dogma, not a piece of human insight but a clip of divine decree.

And if it is God’s word then it is a sure word and can be depended on.

We constantly need to learn to live like in light of the certainity of God’s word

The stage of truth

2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 6Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. 1 Corinthians 10:2-6
1Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, Acts 17:1-2
Is Scripture take first pace on your stage of truth?  Our certainty is based on our placement of scripture on the stage of truth.
16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. 19And we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 20knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. 21For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:16-21

Flat Bible is a way we get out of placing the bible at the center of the stage of truth.

David also sounds a note of certainty in verse 5 again immediately following the revelation.  
The hope of the everlasting covenant (7:12-16) – a future ruler

Cannot get it from history

Cannot think that a righteous ruler is coming

Our world seems to be plunging to chaos, wallowing in oppression, and we walk with uncertainties, wondering how our  senseless circumstances find a niche in divine wisdom.  

Cannot get it from personal experience

Only the scriptures can give us truth, justice, morals meaning and beauty

We cannot have circumstantial certainty but we can have kingdom certainty.  
II. The Attractiveness of the Kingdom (3b-4)
There is a universal rulter not just over Israel but over mankind

He is righteous or legitimate

The fear of God infects his rule (3b)

Imagery – light, sun, rain, and grass = the reviving, refreshing, renewing effects of this ruler’s reign. 

Freshness and vitality ooze out of verse 4

David points to a universal ruler who rules righteously and therefore renews and refreshes what and whom he rules.

Persuasion: David’s ruler is the Messiah a Davidic King.

It is a prophecy of the final Representative of his dynasty because the emphatic stress on divine inspiration in verses 1-3a is hardly compatible with a rather bland statement about what a king ought to be like.  

He is a ruler who doesn’t not crush  or milk his people but refreshes and nurtures them. 
The kingdom is attractive because the king is attractive
Are we not drawn to this king precisely because we have seen so few of his kind.  

Dad who loved cheese would not grab it impulsively the last piece but thought it out. He said “I never god enough cheese when I was a kind. “  Deprivation stirred desire.

Does not that principe help us to explain the attraction we feel in this text and about the kingdom and the king.  The kingdom is attractive because the King is attractive.  

We have see so little of this kind of ruler

Democracy or dictatorship, where have e found a ruler so controlled by godly fear and personal righteousness that his tenure actually revives and renews his people?  

III. The Exclusiveness of the Kingdom (23:6-7)

Not everyone wants that kingdom to come.

Some want no part of a righteous Ruler’s reign

It doesn’t attract them, enamour them, or draw them.  

Godless men (Belial) are like thorns, They inflict pain (v. 6-7a)

Talk about John 6  and the idea that when our eyes our opened by God grace the attractiveness of the king draws us irrestability to Christ – Intoxicating Grace.  
Is there a difference between active rebellion and passive rebellion? Yes but not one that will make any difference.

Wider Grace Problem

Transdispensationalism problem

The coming kingdom  involves both restoration and destruction, both salvation and judgement.  

41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Matthew 13:41-42

The Messiah’s kingdom has boundaries.
My friends pastorate – Tom Clemmons

The contemporary dogmas of tolerance and egalitarisnism tar as heritical anyone who disputes the gospel of all inclusiveness.

Illustration: A missionary candidate who did not want to be classified as a professing Christian

SBC insistence on affirming the 2000 BF&M

AT last the godless will stand outside the circleof Messiah’s kingdom.  

8But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” Revelation 21:8

27But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. Revelation 21:27

15Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. Revelation 22:15



First, we can avoid the flat bible problem by developing a Humble Biblical Hermenutic approach that acknowledges that there are communication gaps with any language and any scriptural pericope.  The Bible was written over 2,000 years ago in a radically different culture, language, geography, and point in history.  21st Century Americans have a funny tendency to treat everything like the world revolves around us; like we’re the only ones that ever existed, and that everyone in the world and in history acts, talks, walks, and things, like a 21st century American.  We have to fill the language culture, geography and history gaps first, before we can ever hope to accurately understand God message in Scripture and apply it correctly to our lives today.  

Fourthly we can avoid the flat bible problem by treasuring Gospel doctrine as broad and thick rather than minimalistic as many do today.  John Piper has said so well: 

"Gospel doctrine matters because the good news is so full and rich and wonderful that it must be opened like a treasure chest, and all its treasures brought out for the enjoyment of the world. Doctrine is the description of these treasures. Doctrine describes their true value and why they are so valuable. Doctrine guards the diamonds of the gospel from the pirates who don't like the diamonds but who make their living trading them for other stones. Doctrine polishes the old gems buried at the bottom of the chest. It puts the jewels of gospel truth in order on the scarlet tapestry of history so each is seen in its most beautiful place."  -John Piper, God is the Gospel
Finally we can avoid the flat bible problem by being Cross centered.  Just as every sermon must have a sighting of the hill called Calvary, so to our witness must bring people (including Mormons) to the cross because each passage of Scripture points us to the cross. In Christ-Centered Preaching, Bryan Chapell writes, 

In its context, every passage possesses one or more of four redemptive foci. Every text is predictive of the work of Christ, preparatory for the work of Christ, reflective of the work of Christ, and/or resultant of the work of Christ.

