Joyous Thanksgiving
Philippians 1:3-6

Only $3 worth of the Gospel please

I would like to buy about $3 worth of gospel please.  Not too much – just enough to make me happy, but not so much that I get addicted.  I don’t want so much gospel that I learn to really hate covetousness and lust.  I certainly don’t want so much that I start to love my enemies, cherish self-denial, and contemplate missionary service in some alien culture.  I want ecstasy, not repentance; I want transcendence, not transformation.  I would like to be cherished by some nice, forgiving, broad-minded people, but I myself don’t want to love those from different races – especially if they smell.  I would like enough gospel to make my family secure and my children well behaved, but no so much that I find my ambitions redirected or my giving to greatly enlarged.  I would like about $3 worth of the gospel please.  

We are tempted to domesticate the Gospel

Secularization

We don’t abandon Christianity or banish the gospel, we just marginalize it and privatize it and the gospel is thus rendered unimportant

Q: What covers the main discourse?

Everything but the Gospel – economics, politics, entertainment…

No eternal perspective at all - How to live in light of the death and the final judgment.

To protect ourselves from others.- We confess Biblical religion but we re not possessed by it

To privatize it in “polite Company

We buy $3 worth of the Gospel, but it changes us little

Self-Indulgence

For many it is become more important to be comfortable and secure than to be self-sacrificing

$3 worth of the Gospel, please, but no more.

Philosophical Pluralism

Knowledge of objective truth is impossible

Truth is impossible, and immoral – 

We cannot claim that any religious is superior to antoher

Evangelism is written of as grotesque or bigotry

Pluralism madkes it unpopular to say there is only one way of salvation.
Pauls first solution in domesticating the gospel is to put the Gospel first

Put the fellowship of the Gospel at the center of your relationships with Believers

Expression of thanks
3 grounds of his thanksgiving to God

Their faithful memory of him 1:3 –
Cause of his thanksgiving – Joy of their fellowship

God’s continuing work in their lives



When theologian Broughton Knox was serving as a young chaplain in the British navy on a ship preparing for D-Day and the invasion of Normandy, he noted that the minds of all hands on board regardless of rank, were focused on he invasions’ success.  

No one thought of his own interests, but only on how he could help his shipmates in their commonly shared task.  He says, “I remember noting in my mind how I had never been happier.”

After the invasion and return to England, everyone noticed a difference in the atmosphere on ship.  It was still friendly because it was a well run ship.  But several of the sailors, sensing the difference, asked the young chaplain shy things had changed. Knox reflects, “The answer was quite simple.  During those months that preceded and followed D-day, our thoughts had a minimum of self-centeredness in them.  We gave ourselves to our shared activity and objective…. Once the undertaking was over we reverted to our own purposes, as we do normally.” 

Broughton Knox was of course, reflecting on his ship’s experience of the fellowship that people experience in pursuing a common goal.  

Human friendship is a wonderful thing, but fellowship goes beyond friendship. 

Fellowship occurs among friends commited to a common cause or goal and flourishes through their common pursuit of it  

J.R.R. Tolkien’s Fellowship of the Rings rides up this reality.  The fellowship of the Ring is madeup of individuals of disparate origin and ridiculous diversity that exceed any of our ethnic or social differences: 

four Hobbits, tiny beings with large, hairy, shoeless feet – Frodo Braggins and his friends Merry, Sam,and Pippin; 

2 men, warriors of the first rank always dressed for battle – Boromir of Gondor and Aragorn, son of Arathorn II, King of Gondor; 

1 Wizard, Gandalf the ancient nemesis of evil and repository of wisdom and supernatural power; 

1 elf, Legolas, from a fair race of archers of the forest with pointed ears; and 

dwarf, Gimli, a stout hairy, axe-wielding creature from the dark chambers under the mountains
The 9 members of the fellowship bore few affinities.  The elves and the dwarves were  like the English and the French because both had an unspoken agreement to feel superior to the other.  However, the 9 very different individuals, boud to gether by their great mission to defeat the forces of darkness and save Middle-Earth, became inseparable and their covenant indissoluble.

The man Boromir, despite his lapes, gave his life for the hobbits.  

And the elf and the dwarf came to form a great friendship, so great that Gimli was inducted into an honored order reserved only for elves.

Such can be earthly human fellowship when the conditions are right.

Bugt here in Philippians our text has at its heart a depth of fellowship that exceeds any earthly fellowship –“your partnership [fellowship] in the gospel” (v. 5) – which is rooted in God and is a quest that can only be described as eternal.  

The theme of verses 3-6 is that of joyous apostolic thanksgiving ringing from Paul’s prison cell in  Rome – a thanksgiving grounded in three things 

1) Paul’s remembrance of the Philippians, 

2) 2) The Philippians’ participation (fellowship) in the Gospel, and

3) Paul’s confidence in their future.

1. Thankful Remembrance (vv. 3,4)

Paul’s Gratitude. [To God]
As Paul mused in his Roman cell, his mind ranged across Italy and the Adriatic to Macedonia and over the Via Egnatia to “little Rome,” the pretentious Roman colony of Philippi – and the beloved faces of Lydia and her clan, the jailer and his family, Euodia and Syntyche and Clement and score of others who had been added to the church.  

And Paul smiled as he wrote, “I think my God in all my remembrance of you, always sin ever prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy.  (vv. 3-4)

This is so typical of Paul because, in truth, Paul rarely thanked God for things.  

Paul thanked God for people, who despite whatever trouble they may have been to him, remained a source of joy and thanksgiving.

The Apostle Paul is frankly astonishing in this respect.

One an earlier occasion when he has not yet been to Rome but was writing his conclusion to his famous epistle to the Romans, he listed no less than 33 names in his concluding greetings (Romans 16).  

Most of those people he had met on his journeys through Asia and Asia Minor and had subsequently taken up residence in Rome.  

The great theologian was a people person first and foremost.  

Imagine the heart and the energy that went into such ministry.

Paul was always inquiring and making note of his people’s whereabouts and condition and was thanking God in all his remembrance of them.

Joyful Prayer. [for others]
And the outcome was not only thankfulness to God but joyous petition – “Always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy (v. 4).
This was intensely emotional matter for Paul as the inclusive words “always,” every,” and “all” convey.  

When he thought of their names, he automatically prayed for them – and that included all of them, not just a favored few.  

But what is most noteworthy is that here is verse 4 Paul begins to sound the note of joy tha rings 15 more times in this letter as it builds to is ringing crescendo in Chapter 4: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I wll say , Rejoice” (v. 4).  

This early joy note is very significant for 2 reasons.

First the Macedonian churches, among which the Philippians church was prominent, had been noted for their joy amidst affliction.  Paul even challenged the Corinthians with their example.  

1We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, 2for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 2 Corinthians 8:1-2

Perhaps the Philippians, due to the ongoing hostility of their opponents, had begun to lose their abundance of joy.  So Paul sounds an early opening note of joy.  

Second, Paul himself was in prison, awaiting possible death.

This means that joy is not a result of pleasant circumstances or prosperity or success.

Joy for Paul (and the Biblical Writers) was an emotion or a mood or a feeling and an attitude.  

It can be commanded because of the promise of the Spirit to enable us where we are unable to obey.  

So here in Philippians Paul will command, “Finally, my Brothers, rejoice in the Lord” (3:1), and a few verses later, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say Rejoice (4:4).

He even tells them that if he is executed he will rejoice, and so should they (cf. 2:17-18).

He does urge a feeling and an attitude.  

The source of Joy is outside itself.  It is in the Lord” (cf. 2:29, 3:1; 4:4, 10).

It can be commanded because they are “in the Lord” who gives it.

What Paul does with this early joy note and its 15 echoes is to assure his close friends who are so burdened about his imprisonment that being in prison has not robbed him of his joy.

Paul consciously models the joy that he will command the Philippians to have.  

What a standard Paul’s remembrance from his jail sets as it evokes thanksgiving and prayer and joy in his soul.  
What a call to those of us charged with the care of souls to remember all our people always with thanksgiving and joyful prayer.  

2. Thankful for Fellowship

Paul’s thankful backward look as based on the long standing reality of the Philippians “Partnership[fellowship] in the gospel from the first day until now” (v.5), which is the center of verses 3-6.
As we have mentioned, the depth of the fellowship that Paul celebrated here exceeds that of any earthly fellowship.

The great reason for this is that there was, as Gordon Fee says, a “three-way bond” between Paul, the Philippians, and Christ.  

This provided the spiritual glue of their fellowship.  

Even more, it infused their fellowship in the gospel with the “other-Person-centeredness” that exists between the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit – the full and perfect fellowship within the Trinity.

Elsewhere the Apostle John writes, “and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and this his Son Jesus Christ (1 John 1:3).

Thus the fact that they were in Christ provided their fellowship with a cohesion and other – directedness that focused them away from self-interest toward the interest of the fellowship (cf. Phil. 2:4)
The intense Pulsating spiritual at the center of the Philippians’ fellowship is obvious in the occurrence of the koinon word group (fellowship, partnership, share) in Philippians,

It was a fellowship of grace as Paul indicates in 1:7: It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. Philippians 1:7

It was a fellowship in the Holy Spirit, as seen in 2:1: So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, Philippians 2:1

It was a fellowship in Christ’s sufferings as seen in Paul’s prayer in 3:10: that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, Philippians 3:10

And finally it was a costly fellowship because the Philiians gave to Paul generously, as is seen in verses 14, 15 of Chapter 4. 14Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. Philippians 4:14-15

Thus the mentions of the Koinon word group in Philippians indicates that their fellowship was rooted in divine grace and in the Holy Spirit and involved sacrifice and suffering
In common use “fellowship” has become somewhat debased.

If you invite a lost neighbor o your home for a cup of tea, it is friendship; if you invite a Christian neighbor, it is fellowship
If you attend a meeting at church and leave as soon as it is over, you have participated in a service; if you stay for coffee afterward, you have enjoyed some fellowship.

In modern use, then fellowship has come to mean something like a warm friendship with believers.  

I the first century, however the word commonly had commercial overtones.  

If John and Harry buy a boat and start a fishing business, they have entered into a fellowship, a partnership.

Even in the NT the word is often tied to financial matters.
Thus, when the Macedonian Christians send money to help the por Christians in Jerusalem they are entering into fellowship with them (Rom. 15:26)

The heart of true fellowship is self-sacrificing conformity to a shared vision.  

Both John and harry put their savings into the fishing boat.

Now they share the vision that will put the fledgling company on its feet

Christian fellowship, then is self-sacrificing conformity the the gospel.

There may be overtones of warmth and intimacy, but the heart of the matter is this shared vision of what is of transcendent importance, a vision that calls forth our commitment.  

Bearing in mind that the Philippians’ fellowship
rested on a 3 way bond in Christ and 

was infused with the others-directedness of the Trinity and

as such was a fellowship of grace, and the Spirit and was, further, a costly fellowship – 

bearing all this in mind the ting that made Paul’s heart sing with thanksgiving was the Philippians’ “partnership (fellowship] in the gospel from the first day until now” (v. 5)

From Day one the Philippians had been gospel partners. 
Upon their salvation Lydia and her household and the jailer and his household and those from prison Paul gave thanks for “every word spoken and every deed done in behalf of the gospel from the moment of their conversion(s) to the present, including their gift (fee).

What a fellowship it was!  
Brothers and sisters in Christ’s 3 way bond, bound together in a great quest – nothing less than the evangelization of the gentile world, sharing the gospel with all those who would hear, reaching out to those in need, living out a divine others-directedness, looking not to their own interest but to the interest of others, suffering in fellowship with Christ, giving in such a way that the astonished apostle woruld recount how that 
2for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own free will, 4begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— 5and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. 2 Corinthians 8:2-5

How Paul loved them, and how they loved him!
Now verses 3-5 of Philippians 1 come alive [read them if you want}

I recall several years ago a man in the church I was then pastoring musing after his return from a short term mission s project abut the wonderful fellowship he had experienced on the trip and shishing that he could experience the same at home.  
Since then I have reflected that his 10 days with a band of brothers and sisters serving in South America united in laboring for the gospel was a happy experience like that of the first century fellowship of the gospel.

Further, I think that when Christians go from church to church looking for good fellowship they ar looking for an illusion.  

[I could also use the tragedy of the American dream vs. 2 missionaries killed.]

But if you are looking for true fellowship, give yourself to the gospel at home and aournd the world.  

Serve together with others in women’s Bible studies, children’s ministries, youth ministries.

Do short term missions.

Join mercy ork to alleviate the suffering in places like the vast area devastated by Katrina.

Take the good news to the poor.

Join a band of brothers and sister to ray for the world.

That is how you will experience genuine Christian fellowship.  

3. Thankful Confidence (v. 6)

Paul’s thankful recollections from prison for the Philippians themselves and for their fellowship in the gospel is freighted with joyful confidence:
6And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:6

Philippians 1:6 may well be the first verse I memorized as a newborn Christian over 24 years ago, when on the night I believed, 

I underlined this verse in red pencil by flashlight.

In fact, I still have that Bible.  I went to sleep that night secure in the astonishing thought that what God has begun would be continued to the day of Christ.

I was right to do so, though my assurance was embedded in a larger promise because, in terms of context, Paul was assuring the Philippians that the work of the long term fellowship of the gospel that God had begun in them would brought to glorious consummation when Christ returns

Though Paul was in prison he was absolutely confident that the good work of their gospel partnership would succeed gloriously.  

How could this bring such assurance to a 21 year old college student reading his bible that evening in his dorm room?
The answer is that the fellowship of the gospel in Philippi began individually with God’s sovereign choice of Lydia ans the first convert in Europe.  

Of Lydia Luke writes,. …The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. Acts 16:14

God chose Lydia in Chirst before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4).  
God had begun his “good work” in her, and her salvation was part and  parcel of the great work in Philippi.

God’s sovereign initiative and sovereign faithfulness would see them both through to the end.

31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:31-39

That is why my assurance under the illumination of my desk lamp that evening was not misplaced.

The NT has a several examples of people who made professions of faith that were spurious, evidenced by the fact that they did not endure, theydidnot perseverr

[at the end of John 2, people believed in Jesus’s name when they saw the miraculous sings he wass doing] -- 24But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people John 2:24

31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, John 8:31 [later theses believing Jews were call the offspring of Satan]
14For we share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. Hebrews 3:14

16And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy. 17And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall away. Mark 4:16-17

Because God is pererving the Philippians, Paul is convinced that they will persevere.
Paul gives thanks to God because he is entirely confident that God did indeed begin a “good work” in them (no spurious conversion), and the God who begins a work finishes it. 

1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:1-2

This is why I see eternal secureity and perseverance of the Saints as an essential component to the gospel for without this belief the gospel because a do it yourself project.

Paul’s confidence was in the “Goodness of God.”

Moises Silva writes,

“theologians who speak of salvation as being God’s from beginning to end are not using mere rhetoric, for this is precisely Paul’s conception as he addresses the Philippians regarding their share in the Gospel.”

Everything is from God

As I reflect on my 24 plus years in Christ it is indeed God who has kept me.

It is not my grip on God that has made the difference, but his grip on me.  

I am not confident in my goodness.

I am not confident in my character.

I am not confident in my history.

I am not confident in my pastoral persona.

I am not confident in my perseverance.  

But I am confident in God.

I am confident in this word to Lydia and to the jailor and to all the saints in Philippi – and to me: 

6And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:6

This is a promise for every man, woman and child who turns to Christ, and it is a promise for the grat fellowship of the gospel!
The Apostle Paul looked through the bars of his confinement and remembers the Philippians with a smile with prayers laced with joy as he thanked God in all his remembrance of them.

His joy was real – not a futile willing but the attitude of a man who knows God is in control
He thanked God for their awesome fellowship in the gospel from the very first day he met them.

No church social, here but rather a dep partnership grounded in Chirst and the Holy Trinity and in grace, and in the Spirit and in suffering and in sacrifice – a robust bad of brothers and sistsers in a quest for the souls of the world.

And he was confident that when Jesus returned, the work that Jesus inaugurated he would complete.

What was Paul’s greatest Joy?  What is our greatest Joy?

Is it personal success?  

Some victory for our children?

Acquisition of material things

We have a greater joy!!!!

Joy pealed from that prison cell in Rom
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